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Half-Way Point—Central Committee 1957 _ 


The meeting of the Central Committee of 
e World Council of Churches at Yale marked 
mething of a half-way point, a correspondent 
iting in the Tzmes of London remarked. 


The 1957 gathering at Yale Divinity School 
New Haven, Conn., took place midway be- 
een the W.C.C. Assembly in Evanston, IIl., in 
54, and its 1960 Assembly planned for Kandy, 
ylon. And the Yale meeting was something 
a milestone in that the proposed merger be- 
een the World Council of Churches and the 
Dternational Missionary Council was a step 
joser to final decision. 


In the hot days between July 15 and July 30 
veral hundred people from many different 
untries attended the sessions of the various 
partments and divisions of the World Council. 
om July 30 to Aug. 7, the policy-making Cen- 
al Committee itself was underway. 


The debates and the decisions of the Central 
ommittee were widely reported. Wire service 
ports and reporters from secular dailies carried 
e story to millions of readers around the world. 


As often happens in the ecumenical encounter 

this international, interconfessional body of 
urchmen, there was disagreement. But, as also of Worship at Center Church, New Haven, Conn. 
appens surprisingly often, there was agreement. This picture by WCC’s John P. Taylor appeared 


| 
(Continued on page 2) in LIFE, Aug. 19, 1957. | 


A solemn processional at the Ecumenical Service 


(Continued from page 1) 
Only Yesterday A Dream 


The Christian Century's Theodore Gill sa 
this way: “Whatever questions we, or anyo 
have about the W.C.C., let none of them | 
about the seriousness of its leadership. .. . Br 
fifty-eight nations the top representatives of 1 
Protestant, Orthodox, and Anglican churches 4 
now gathering regularly to prosper an enorme 
enterprise, a going concern, which only yes 
day was a dream too daring to be dreamed. 

“The enterprise is too firmly grounded n 
to require constant marveling at its existen 
But let us never get so far from the earlier fa 
that we take this wonder for granted.” 

The Central Committee was reminded of 
early days of the ecumenical movement in 
report of its general secretary, Dr. W. A. Vist 
‘'t Hooft. He remarked that the Yale meet 
was the tenth of the Central Committee. A 


Dey : 
he reminded the Committee that it was ] 


twenty years ago at Westfield College, m 
London, England, that definite shape was giv 


to the plan to form a World Council [ 
Churches. The general secretary said this gla j 
backward was “to realize that the men «J 
' ; 
(Beginning top left reading down to right) | 
|. Volunteers in the press room: Mrs. Parlin ' 
Mrs. Sherrill fold releases. | 
2. Archbishop Michael and the Bishop of Chicld 
ter. 
3. In front of Yale Chapel: Dr. Visser ’t Hai 
Mrs. Karefa-Smart, Dr. Eugene C. Blake. 
i. Bishop Sherrill shows the Archbishop of Cé 
terbury (in hat) the proper way to eat a lobsts# 
5. President Pusey of Harvard and Mrs. A4! 
Hedgeman, assistant to the mayor of New York 
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Somen of 1937 had grasped a deep truth about 
He ecumenical movement.” 

§It is the truth that there is no true unity 
@ithout renewal, that the unity which we seek 
@ the World Council is the unity which mani- 
sts the wholeness and integrity of the Church.” 
1Of the Council’s ongoing work, Committee 
@embers heard of the progress of the study on 
He Common Christian Responsibility in Areas 
@ Rapid Social Change, learned that ecumenical 
fork camps involve a thousand young people 
® forty camps this summer, listened to a report 
Iivealing that in 1957 the World Council has 
bready resettled 19,545 refugees in the first six 
Ponths. 

The financial balance sheet shows that al- 
= ough contributions from member churches had 
ne up from 1955, they still have not reached 
Fe level of $420,000 set by the Evanston 
Hssembly in 1954. The 1956 contributions 


The Presidents of the World Council of Churches—1957, 
Yale Divinity School, New Haven, Conn. 


totaled $416,724. This figure does not include 
the operations of the Division of Inter-Church 
Aid and Service to Refugees with an annual 
budget of $775,500. 


The Central Committee: 


URGED that governments conducting nuclear 
weapons tests “should forego them at least for a 
trial period, either together or individually, in 
the hope that others will do the same, a new con- 
fidence be born, and foundations be laid for 
reliable agreements.” 


REQUESTED that churches in the countries 
directly concerned should communicate the state- 
ments dealing with the banning of nuclear 
weapons to their government and instructed 
Committee officers to seek ways of transmitting 
the statement to countries in which the Council 
has no member churches. 


Loss 


Central Committee 

(Continued from page 4) 
in those instances where “devout pastors and 
laymen, some at the risk of economic status and 
even of life, have exercised wise, patient, and 
persistent witness in this crucial issue.” 

RECEIVED the draft plan of integration of 
the World Council of Churches and the Interna- 
tional Missionary Council and commended it to 
the churches “for study and prayerful consid- 
eration.” 

INSTRUCTED “the Executive Committee to 
arrange for a study to be made of problems of 
religious liberty arising in Roman Catholic and 
other countries.” Earlier the Committee re- 
affirmed its stand on religious liberty and re- 
quested the W.C.C. officers and staff to support 
its member churches in all situations where the 
liberty of the churches is politically or otherwise 
infringed or imperilled. 

SENT a fraternal message to Professor Laszlo 
Pap, former dean of the Reformed Theological 
Seminary, in Budapest, expressing hope that he 
will be able to participate in future meetings. 

AGREED to hold its 1960 Assembly at the 
University of Ceylon, at Peradeniya, near Kandy, 
Ceylon, and its next Central Committee at Ny- 
borg Strand on the coast of Denmark. 

ACCEPTED unanimously applications from 
five new churches: The Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, U.S.A.; Presbyterian Church of East 
Africa; Gereformeerde Church in Indonesia: 
Burma Baptist Convention; and Presbyterian 
Church of Jamaica. 

DREW ATTENTION of World Council 
member churches to giving adequate “prepara- 
tion, acceptance and spiritual support” to men 


World Council of Churches 
ROOM 1005 

156 Fifth Avenue 
New York 10, N. Y. 1793 
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THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-mo 
bulletin published by the United States Confere 
of the World Council of Churches, 156 Fie 
Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Betty Thompss 
Secretary for Public Relations, editor. The Cour 
unites 165 Anglican, Orthodox and Protesi 
communions in 50 countries. Neither t 
COURIER nor the World Council of Churche 
responsible for opinions quoted in its columm 
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and women working abroad in all types of € 
ployment: government, commercial, etc, é 
asked that laymen and women be encouraged 
take service abroad as a Christian vocation. 


HONORED Dr. Samuel McCrea Cay 
head of the New York office of the World Co 
cil of Churches, for his more than thirty y¢ 
of service to the ecumenical movement and ~ 
giving the Council its name and very ma 
more.” Dr. Cavert retires at the end of they 
to be succeeded in New York by Dr. Roswell! 
Barnes, associate general secretary of the - 
tional Council of Churches. 


Evangelism Today 

A new series of booklets on evangelism uri 
the editorship of Dr. D. T. Niles of Ceyloz 
being published. 

Published for the World Council by 4 
United Society for Christian Literature, Lu 
worth Press, London, the 32-page booklets § 
for $.50 a copy and are available from the ™ 
York office. The first title is Resargent Relig# 
by S. Kulandran, Bishop of the Jaffna Diod 
Ceylon, Church of South India. 

Also available is Evangelism in Latin Amed 
an ecumenical survey by Dr. Rudolf Obermu 
professor at the Evangelical and Lutheran Th 
logical Faculty, Buenos Aires. 
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OTED to secure for a three-year period a 
petent consultant” who “could help the 
ches to help one another more effectively 
e field of racial and ethnic tensions.” Essen- 
y a field worker, the consultant “would spend 
ge part of his time visiting a small number 
eas. 


EAFFIRMED its Evanston stand declaring 
“segregation, based on race, color, or ethnic 
in is contrary to the Gospel and is incom- 
ble with the Christian doctrine of man and 
the nature of the Church of Christ.” It re- 
hasized the tasks of churches in challenging 
conscience of the societies in which they 
set.” Requested the resolution be sent with 
ial letter to the Union of South Africa and 
t areas of racial tension. 


SSURED churches, and individuals within 
ches, who are wrestling with problems of 
ergroup relations” that prayers and sympa- 
s of their fellow Christians in all parts of the 
‘Id are with them in their efforts. 


SXPRESSED thanksgiving for improvement 
ace relations in many areas and “rejoiced” 


(Continued on page 6) 


«ginning top right and reading down to left) 
S(ale Chapel. 

Stharles P. Taft. 

H opic of conversation in the Refectory: IMC- 
"C relations—Dr. Horton, Metropolitan Juha- 
9, Dr. Van Dusen. 

mBurma’s U Kyaw Than and Dr. Leslie Cooke, 
dieva. 

SAetropolitan James of Melita and Bishop 
ives of Johannesburg answer a reporter’s ques- 


All photos by John P. Taylor. 
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OBERLIN CONFERENCE 
UNDERWAY IN SEPTEMBER 


After two years of preparation involving 300 
local study groups, the North American Faith 
and Order Study Conference gets underway at 
Oberlin College, Oberlin, Ohio, Sept. 3. 

For ten days, 285 delegates from U.S. and 
Canadian churches will engage in serious con- 
versations concerning “The Nature of the Unity 
We Seek.” There are ninety consultants, more 
than a dozen from overseas. 

Delegates will be assigned to one of twelve 
study sections for intensive work on particular 
subjects, ranging from practical problems to 
doctrinal conflicts. 

The U.S. Conference for the World Council 
of Churches, the National Council of Churches 
of Christ in the U.S.A., and the Canadian Coun- 
cil of Churches are sponsoring this first big 
study conference in the field of Faith and Order 
to be held in North America. 

The discussion promises to be frank; it may 
be creative. Some sample objectives from dif- 
ferent sections: 

To study the power structure of our denomi- 

nations as it actually operates on the Amer- 

ican scene. 

To explore possible steps toward more ap- 

propriate and more inclusive observance of 

sacraments among our churches “in mutual 
faithfulness to the demands of the Gospel.” 


To understand why current movements to- 
ward unity evoke deep suspicion and even 
sincere opposition. 

To discover the points of deepest conflict in 
the realm of doctrine. 

To explore together those points where loy- 
alty to Christ prevents us yet from working 
together in fulfilling a joint mission in our 
own home town. 


To determine how the experience of chaplains 


in ministering to all may contribute to a com- 
mon mission as civilians. 


To assess the results of mobility upon parish 
life and upon denominational policies. 


To move toward a fuller comprehension of 


what unity in Christ means today for the one- 
ness of American races and classes. 


Log 
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Young people of many nations and deno 
worked on a Russian Orthodox chapel at 4 
N.Y., in 1957. This ecumenical work 
one of forty around the world. More th 
young people have participated in such cam 


NEW FILMSTRIP 


A new 77-frame color filmstrip, “Assig 
in Unity,” has been produced by the Wo 
Division of Christian Service of the Meth 
Board of Missions. The filmstrip was p 
in cooperation with the Information 
ment of the World Council of Churches. 

The new filmstrip can be obtained f 
from the World Council of Churches, 156 
Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 

Subtitled, ' "Your Church and the World ¢ 
cil of Churches,” the filmstrip emphasi 
local church and the ecumenical movemen 
history, present work, and personalities inv 
in the World Council are shown. 

The filmstrip was based in part on th 
set of the same title. It comes with a 
graphed script. 


To explore the potential contributions 
parish to the ecumenical movement an 
versa. 


